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November 3, 2019    John 8:31-36  

 

31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 

32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”  33 They answered him, “We are 

Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall be set 

free?”  34 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 35 Now a slave has no 

permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be 

free indeed. 

 

I read a proverb on Facebook this past Tuesday.  It said that there are three things that tell you the truth; 

children, drunk people, and yoga pants.  There was a comedy out years ago with Jim Carrey called Liar Liar, 

who was somehow forced to tell the truth after always schmoozing people.  He kept on telling his son he’d be 

there for him, but he wouldn’t show up too often.  In the middle of an argument with his ex-wife he said, “I’m a 

bad father.”   It was hard for him to hear himself say it, but he knew it was true.  Sometimes the truth hurts.  Yet 

Jesus told his audience of former disciples that by holding to his teaching you would know the truth, and the 

truth would set you free.  

 

There is Freedom in the Truth 

 

 The Jews took offense to what Jesus was saying, because he insinuated that the Jews were under slavery.  That 

was like waving a red flag before a bull.  They were a proud people and determined never to be put under 

slavery by anyone.  It was rather ironic that Jesus could have pointed up from where they were standing to this 

place called the Praetorium.  It was a big building overlooking the temple with Roman guards in it.  They  kept 

watch over the Jews to make sure they kept themselves in line during festivals to make sure they didn’t riot or 

get out of hand.  Were the Jews slaves?  Maybe not under chains, but they weren’t exactly free either.    

 

But Jesus was talking about a different slavery.  He wasn’t talking about metal chains or governments.  He was 

going to the very heart and soul of who we are.   Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin.   

Jesus literally said, “Amen, Amen.”  This means that what He was saying was a very true thing, doubly true; 

everyone who sins is a slave to sin.  Slave is a strong word.  He doesn’t just say if you sin you have a weakness 

or a tendency to sin.  He says you’re a slave to sin.   

 

Does America believe this?   Do you?  We like to brag that we live in a free society.   “You can do whatever 

you want to! Live and let live!  It’s my choice!  Don’t judge!”  God doesn’t make us robots.  We have freedom 

to do a lot of things.  But that’s not the point.  If you sin, you become enslaved to sin.  You then become a 

“sinner” in God’s eyes and there’s nothing you can do about it.  The idea of slavery to sin and death and hell is 

completely countercultural.   

 

It’s interesting though how lately the conversation has shifted when it came to same sex marriage and 

homosexuality.  Now they say, “We are born this way!  We have no choice.  There’s nothing we can do!”  Yet 

now that boys want to be girls and girls want to be boys, they say that they are actually boys trapped in girls’ 

bodies or vice versa.   What is it all but an intense desire to keep on sinning by whatever argument possible, 

even when the argument goes against the basics of biology of how God made men and women?   It might not 
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seem like slavery, but it is.  Slavery to an agenda, to an ideology, that you can be whatever you want to be and 

do whatever you want to do.  This isn’t how God designed it.   

 

But what about us as Christians?  Aren’t we enslaved too, for we too are sinners?  Paul talked about what 

happens within a Christian who has the Holy Spirit.  He said in Romans 7, “in my inner being I delight in 

God’s law;  but I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my 

mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members.  What a wretched man I 

am!”  He had the desire to do good, but he was enslaved within a sinful body with sinful thoughts that still 

desired to do what is evil.  So he was living within a prison of his own self.  Yet he also went on to say, “Who 

will rescue me from this body of death?  Thanks be to God—through Jesus Christ our Lord!”  He also 

said, “You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in 

you.” (Romans 8:9)   

 

So maybe you could envision yourself in a prison and locked up, but not under the control of the guards or the 

prisoners within the prison.  They still threaten you and abuse you, but they don’t control you.  You’re still in 

prison and you’re still a prisoner, but you aren’t controlled by the system.  Your mind is on God, while your 

body is still enslaved.  You know that someday you will escape the system when you die and go to heaven.  So 

maybe your attitude is not all gloom and doom.  I sometimes compare it to trying to play basketball at 50 years 

old.  My mind says “yes,” but my body says “no.”   

 

So yes, we are all slaves to a point.  You can be enslaved by hatred towards the people that are locked up by 

these sins in our society.  You can be enslaved by an intense desire to defend your family members who are 

caught up in these lifestyles.  You can be enslaved with pride that you aren’t tempted to those sins.  You can be 

enslaved by materialism.  You can be enslaved with the desire for the success of your children.  You can be 

enslaved with laziness and selfishness.  You can be enslaved with justice or politics.  You can be enslaved with 

a desire for people to like you and accept you.  The devil just has to find the right bait to get your passions 

flaring.  It doesn’t have to be something like a gambling, porn, or alcohol addiction.   Even the desire to do 

these things shows you’re still locked up in the system of sin.  You always will be in one way or another.  

 

So if that’s the way I am, I can’t help it.  Why condemn?  Why blame?  Why bother fighting it?  Because it 

affects our relationship with God.  Jesus told the Jews, a slave has no permanent place in the family.   What 

does that mean?  As long as the Jews were under the illusion that they were free, they were enslaved to their 

own pride and racism. They thought that they were born into a position of favor from God.  Here’s the real crux 

of the matter.  They didn’t think they needed a Savior, they didn’t need the Son of God, because they were 

already God’s children.   

 

That’s the same assumption that most people with a semi-Christian upbringing have today.  Everyone goes to 

heaven, because God loves everyone.  He may condemn sin and damn people to hell, but He won’t damn 

anyone I know, even if they’re living openly immoral lives.  Why?  Well, maybe they were baptized.  Maybe 

they are nice people.  Maybe they’ve lived good lives.  So yes, they will naturally be acceptable before God.  

But if they think the church will save them, but not the Jesus of the church, then they are enslaved with a 

delusion.  If they think that good people go to heaven based on their goodness, they too are enslaved under a lie 

that God accepts people as they are - because they are good.  That’s not good enough to a holy God.    
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Back in Luther’s time people didn’t think that way.  They felt God to be an angry judge.  Everyone feared the 

wrath of God.  People died like flies under the black plague.  And even if they made it to heaven, it was after 

centuries of purgatory.  Nobody could ever be certain of salvation.  Luther never felt like he belonged in God’s 

family, no matter how much he did to try and take care of his guilt.  Joining a monastery only made the matter 

worse.  The more he tried, the more he felt like a damned sinner.   No matter what he tried to do, he was still a 

slave of sin.    

 

But here’s the ironic thing.  It was this first truth that put him on the pathway to freedom.  When you confess 

your own slavery and inability to escape, you are one step closer to freedom.  I’ve heard that when you are 

trying to save someone from drowning in deeper water that you have to first wait for them to stop kicking and 

start sinking.  Why?  Otherwise they might drag you down with them.  Sin has to sink you before you can be 

saved.   You have to recognize how enslaved you are before you will see your need to be saved.   

 

When you see your own slavery, then you will see your need for a true Savior.  Now a slave has no permanent 

place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.  

There is a possibility to have a different status before God, the status of a son, one who receives all the rights 

and privileges of being in the family permanently.  How do we get that status?  The SON has to do it.  You 

can’t save yourself, no matter how hard you try.  He has to break off the chains and break down the doors and 

set you free.    

 

Freedom!  Jesus lived a very free life in some senses.  He didn’t have house or car payments.  Didn’t have a 

wife and children to take care of.  Didn’t have to report to work at a certain time.  But in another sense He lived 

a servants life.  He did everything the Father commanded Him to do.  He was constantly answering people’s 

requests to take care of their loved ones.  He worked day and night to live a perfect life.  He controlled the 

winds and the waves when He wanted to and raised the dead when He wanted to.  Ironically, the only way that 

He could save us from sin is by being enslaved by the consequences of sin.  He willingly went to be captured by 

death and God’s wrath.  They only way He could conquer death and hell was by going through it and coming 

out ALIVE.  This is why Jesus had to go to the cross, in order to be punished in our place.  The Son comes and 

says, “I will take your punishment.  I will be your sin.  I will be the way through which you become acceptable 

before God, when you believe and you are baptized in ME.”   

 

This is meant to set you free.  Heaven is not a reward system of better people being chosen over the badder 

people.  I’m free from the whole system of trying to measure up when all of my righteous acts are like filthy 

rags.  I’m simply declared righteous through faith in Jesus Christ.  It’s like walking into a movie theater.  They 

don’t care what kind of clothes you are wearing.  They don’t care who pays for your ticket.  All they want is the 

ticket.  That’s how you get in to the movie.  The same goes with Jesus.  He has come to set you free, to let you 

into heaven for free with His bloody ticket given to you.   

 

The Jews thought that God should let them into heaven because of their race and how they kept the law.  Jesus 

came to set them and us free from that thinking.  Luther realized that he wasn’t saved by being Catholic.  You 

aren’t saved by being Lutheran either, but Lutherans are supposed to teach you to repent and believe in Jesus 

alone for your salvation.  You are saved by clinging to Christ in faith, having been baptized into His blood and 

clinging to His cross.  I look the same as you do when we stand before Jesus through faith.  It is as Paul said to 
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the Colossians, “Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave 

or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.”  (Col 3:11) 

 

When Luther understood this and believed this, it set him free.  His name was originally Martin Luder.  But 

some say that he changed it to Luther because of the Greek word ἐλευθερόω - which means “free.”  It is the 

word John used when he wrote the Son will set  you “free” - ἐλευθερώσῃ.   

 

That truth didn’t make Luther lazy.  It made him motivated to spread the Gospel and preach the truth.  He 

translated the New Testament into German.  He wrote a catechism.  He had a newly found zeal from within - 

knowing that he was forgiven.  That’s what the Gospel of Jesus does for us.  It sets us free from a constant 

pressure that we aren’t measuring up to God’s standards.  Of course we’re not.  We’re all born slaves.  But 

Jesus gave us the perfect match.  He did the job for us.  He adopts us and calls us His sons and daughters 

through faith and in baptism, knowing that we aren’t perfect and holy.  So no we are free to serve.  We WANT 

to be what God calls us to be.  If we are sons, we want to act like His sons.  If we are daughters, we want show 

the world who we are.  We want to live according to HIS will, not ours, because He has set us free from the 

consequences of sin and its slavery.  This is what the Reformation was all about - freedom to live and serve in 

Jesus.   

 

Tommy Morrison was a heavyweight boxer back in the 90’s who starred in one of the Rocky movies.  He was 

actually a pretty good boxer, but never was able to win the title.  He lived a promiscuous life and slept with a lot 

of women, and inevitably ended up with a sexual disease called AIDS.  By the time he had AIDS, several 

medicines had been produced that would keep the consequences of AIDS at bay so he wouldn’t lose weight and 

die so quickly.  It freed him up to keep on living.  But after time he actually convinced himself that he didn’t 

have AIDS, so he stopped taking the drugs.  What was worse was that he had a girlfriend that didn’t try to talk 

him out of the lie that he was telling to himself.  As a result of his denial he died at age 44 as the disease 

eventually took him down to nothing.  That’s what lies can do to a person.  

 

Jesus came to tell us the truth.  We are sinners.  We always will be, and we can’t save ourselves from death.  It’s 

a true reality of life.  But here’s another truth.  Jesus, who came to set you free - to free you from your sins and 

give you eternal life in heaven through simple faith in Him.  Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved.  

This is the truth.  When Luther saw this truth, it changed his life.  It set him free.   

 

We now call ourselves Lutheran, not because we worship Luther, but because we worship Jesus, the One who 

set Him and us free.  Be free from worries.  Be free from your sin.  Be free from the slavery of pride and deceit 

and despair.  This is what the Reformation is all about.  Freedom in Jesus.  Freedom to serve.  Freedom to love, 

God’s way.  Amen.   

 


